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A WEDDING, A FASHION EVENT and BRIGHT  FUTURES
	 By Graeme Merrick - Careers Counsellor

	

[October] 
26 Year 10 Restaurant Night

27 Year 10 Restaurant Night

28 College Board Dinner

30 VCE Final exams commence – until Nov.20

 No classes for Year 11 students

31 All Saints Day

[November]

2 No classes, 7-12

 Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

3 Melbourne Cup holiday

 No Classes, 7-12

4 7am Swimming Training & Swim Team Breakfast

5 Year 9 Drama Excursion

 Year 9 EISM Round 5

6 Year 11 Final Mass

 Year 8 P/R/S/W Geography Excursion

9 Meeting for Year 7, 2010 parents, 7.30pm 		
 Vermont South

 Year 9 Outdoor Education Camp at Wabonga, 

 until November 13

 Year 11 Study Day

 Year 7 EISM Round 4

COMING EVENTS

The morning mail: 
The usual clutch of 
bills, a menu from 
a pizza joint, to 
the householder(a 
must read!) ..... 
but wait... the 
matt ivory of the 
envelope jumps 
out at  me.. . . . 
I  love gett ing 
an  inv i ta t i on , 
especially to a 
wedding.  RSVP? 

Of course I’ll go. DANIEL  &  MARTINE. Hope she gets 
a good day.

They’re coming out of the church. She’s the picture-
perfect bride on Daniel’s arm.  So handsome, my 
nephew, but wherever did he ýnd her?  Oh, didnôt you 
know ... they met  through  work... she’s in Events 
Management ...  church, music, venue, food, the lot.....
she brought  it all together... even the honeymoon – 
two weeks in Thailand.

They must be back now – I am....and waiting for my 
next Year 10 appointment. Christina’s in trouble – four 
weeks left till Work Experience and no job yet. She’s 
been trying for something in Public Relations but 
there’s not much around. This is not going to be easy. 
It’s got her down a bit. We’ve got over a thousand 
Employers on our data base but the job we want is just 
not there. But just then ï like a neon þash - ñACCESS 
YOUR  ALLIES” – one of our Five Principles of Personal 
Development!  Why didn’t I think of it before?   

Thank goodness she’s back. I get straight to the point : 
ñ Martine, we need your help!ò  Yes, sheôs going to put it 
all together for us: intro to a busy Events Management 
ýrm, contact name and a phone number. Meanwhile 
she’ll put in a good word for us. Christina  breaks into 
a beautiful smile – she’s into Events Management! 

Three days till the end of Term 2 and I’ve caught up 
with most of the Year 12s. There’s a wide variation in 
the group. Most have some broad idea of what they 
want next year – so I can help them move along with 
information, alternatives, strategies.  For a small 
number, they tell me straight out they have no idea. 
They’re going to need some work.  Then there’s Felix. 
I listen to him for the full half-hour. Not only is he able 
to pin-point his career interest – Transport  &  Logistics 
– but he’s already in touch with the main players in 
the local scene. He wasn’t surprised at Yarra trams 
being replaced by Keolis Downer EDI  but, if we had 
to let Connex go, why did we go for Metro Trains? I 
normally like to see a Plan B but I don’t think Felix is 
going to need one! He’s been on this track for a long 
time. Not so Fiona.

She’s next on my list. She didn’t have much idea 
in Year 10 – she was caught up in Drama/Theatre/
Acting. Now, at the end of Year 12, she shows me her 
Uni. course list: Teaching courses with a few others 

in Performing Arts. I know that she didn’t select Maths in 
Year 11 – so I have to tell her that she’s not eligible for any 
of the Teaching courses on her list. For some years now, 
the Victorian Institute of Teaching has required that school 
leavers entering a Teaching course have a Maths at Year 11. 
Fiona knew this when she was in Year 10 but she didn’t see 
herself as a teacher then. I want to ýnd a Plan B for her. 
Three phone calls later we’ve worked it out. She will be a 
teacher but she won’t be going to a Teaching course next 
year.  Instead, she’ll be getting her hit of theatre for the next 
three years in a Performing Arts degree and then will apply 
for a Post-Graduate Teaching course. The word from the VIT 
is that Maths won’t be an issue in her case. Fiona’s found a 
different path.

Term 4 and I’m back at the 7-10 Campus.  Another invitation, 
another event:

ñFriday nights are for chilling and having fun, so why not 
come to the Summer ’09  Fashion Show and get the party 
started?” 

Yes, we did have fun at the Fashion Show! Christina was 
able to bring together the talents of so many of the Emmaus 
community.  She’s further along her way now.  

Christina, Felix and  Fiona – heading for different goals – lives 
full of hope and promise.
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PRINCIPAL’S
REVIEW

Mr Tony Hirst

Sunday 18th October was World Mission Sunday. Pope 
Benedict XVI’s message for the day was ‘reach out to the 
ends of the earth’. We sometimes forget that there are 
hundreds of Australian Missionaries of the Church who 
reach out and work tirelessly for the poor, the ostracised 
and forgotten. Many of these missionaries bear witness 
to and spread the Kingdom of God in difýcult situations, 
ranging from social discrimination to prison, torture and 
even death. In many countries Catholic Missions support 
people affected by leprosy and HIV/AIDS. Emmaus 
College, through events such as the Annual Student 
Charity Concert and other fundraising activities, supports 
the work of Australian Catholic Missions.

Class of 2009
The Year 12 Class of 2009 completed their formal class at 
the College at lunchtime on Thursday 22nd October.  Their 
afternoon was devoted to a reþection and blessing led by 
the Head of the Burwood Campus Ms McLachlan and the 
Religious Education Co-ordinator Mr Gartland.

The evening of Thursday was dedicated to the Year 12 
Graduation Mass, held for the ýrst time at the Whitehorse 
Club, as a result of having outgrown our Chapel at Vermont 
South. Father Eugene San led our school community in 
prayer, as we celebrated the Eucharist and gave thanks 
for the six years that the Class of 2009 had at Emmaus. It 
was a wonderful Mass and a signiýcant school community 
event with students supported by the presence of family 
members and a large staff contingent.

On Friday morning students gathered for the traditional 
Year 12 Final Day. A breakfast prepared by staff, followed 
by fashion parade (read fancy dress) and then concert 
in the Burwood Campus Hall. This was then followed 
by a touching farewell as the students departed on 
their separate ways for the ýnal time from the Burwood 
Campus. The last week, and in particular, the Mass and 
Final Day were characterised by common sense behaviour, 
which focused on respect for all involved. While some 
may have been tempted to stretch the boundaries, this 
did not occur due to the sense of occasion and traditions 
that have been established by ýnal year students over 
the past decade or so. 

Congratulations to the students and staff, with special 
acknowledgement to Ms Lochery, the Year 12 Co-ordinator 
and Ms McLachlan, the Assistant Principal Head of the 
Burwood Campus. 

World Teacher’s Day
On Friday 30th October we celebrate World Teacher’s 
Day. It gives us the opportunity to think about teachers 
in many different ways. In the curriculum they teach and 
how they teach it, teachers expose their students to the 
knowledge and fascination of many different worlds. In 
the connections they make with and for their students, 
teachers help their students make contact with others to 
share their worlds and build understanding. In the way 
they think and encourage learning and problem solving 
in others, teachers help to build a better world for their 
students as members of the community, as global citizens, 
as innovators and knowledge builders for the future.
Mr Michael Chye, Chair of the College Board, communicates 
the following to Emmaus teaching staff:
“On behalf of the school board, I would like to thank 
all teachers of Emmaus College for sharing their gift 
of tireless dedication and boundless patience with the 
Emmaus students and community.  We wish you all the 
very best and have a happy Teachers Day.”
Events
Please be aware on important events in coming weeks. 
Firstly, a reminder that there are no classes for students 
on either Monday 2nd or Tuesday 3rd November due to 
the Melbourne Cup long weekend. Note that there are VCE 
Exams for speciýc students on the Monday.
On Monday 9th November an Information Meeting will take 
place for students and parents entering Year 7, 2010. 
Presentation Evening is drawing ever closer. Based on 
past experience, the 1500 tickets for this event will be 
snapped up quickly. Tickets will be available from Student 
Services at Vermont South and Burwood from Thursday 
5th November. There is a limit of two tickets per family 
(in addition to a ticket for students either performing 
or receiving awards).This limit will help to ensure as 
many families as possible will be able to attend this very 
important school occasion.
Very advance warning is given that in 2010 Emmaus 
College celebrates its Thirtieth Anniversary. The major 
event will be a ‘Get Back’ to Emmaus afternoon/evening 
on Saturday March 13th. This promises to be a wonderful 
opportunity for current and past families to enjoy a range 
of musical acts spanning thirty years of the school’s 
history, and to catch up with people you may not have 
seen in many years. More details will follow in coming 
months.
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BURWOOD BUZZ
Ms Anne McLachlan - Assistant 
Principal. Head of 11-12 Campus

The ýnal weeks of Term Four are upon the 
senior students, with the Year 12s having 
concluded last Friday October 23 and the 
Year 11 students moving rapidly towards 
their last class days for 2009.

GRADUATION MASS

This event was held at the Whitehorse Club on Thursday October 
22 with some six hundred people in attendance. The students 
presented beautifully and responded in a digniýed manner to the 
blessing ceremony and student presentation. Mr Gartland spent 
many hours in preparation for the mass, ensuring that the parents 
and their son/daughter would have an evening to remember. He 
was ably assisted Mrs Taylor, Mrs Fraser, Mr Toppi, Ms Lochery 
and the management at the Whitehorse Club. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

The next phase of 2010 student leadership is moving into place 
with interviews for potential 2010 student leaders taking place 
this week. The students who have successfully negotiated their 
way to this round have been notiýed. Thanks are extended to all 
the students who stood for leadership positions-it is a demanding 
and challenging course to take but it enriches the process to have 
a range of nominees present for consideration.

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION

Congratulations are extended to the following students who 
participated in the Australian Mathematics Competition. 

YEAR CREDIT DISTINCTION

12 George Danatzis Michael Asquith

Matthew McCarthy Gowthri Ragunathan

Steven Toppi

Adrian Waghorn

Alex Templeton (in the top 
6% of Year 12 students in 
the State)

11 Jaryd Dickson Luke Bonifacio 

Candice Iaccarino Michael Copley

Lionel Pacheco Christopher Eales

James Snibson Rav Ramos

Andre Souchon Ryan Wong (in the top 
8% of Year 11 students in 
Victoria)

Nichola Stamatakos

Craig Vandort

VET AWARDS

The Mullum VET Cluster held its Presentation Evening on October 
15. Emmaus had a number of students nominated in a range 
of categories with Brendan O’Sullivan (right) announced as 
the winner in the Certiýcate II and III in Acting for Film and 
Television  Units 1&2 and Christopher McDermott (far right) as 
the award recipient  in the Certiýcate II Electrotechnology (Pre 
Apprenticeship) Units 1&2. This is a wonderful outcome for both 
students, following in the footsteps of previous winners.

FINAL DAY

The Year 12 students ýnished their year in a most 
commendable fashion. They remained focussed in 
class and adhered to the college’s expectations that 
they conduct themselves appropriately. There was a 
wonderful spirit of co-operation and goodwill on the 
part of the students that contributed signiýcantly to 
an outstanding graduation mass and ýnal day. The 
concert provided some very entertaining moments 
and provided the Year 11 students with a terriýc 
model for their celebrations in 2010. Many thanks 
are extended to Ms Lochery for the organisation 
of the ýnal day and to the staff members who 
supported this enterprise.




