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Fake Tan, Leather Belts and Chocolate

The scene was set.
Everything was in place
for “A night of Hollywood
Glamour “at the Year 10
social. The end of Term
three holds two events
that for many are the
highlights of the year- the
social and the year 10 trip
to Tasmania.

The social is held on the
last Thursday of Term
three at the VCE hall. Year 10 students look forward
to this night all year. The Campus captains Lloyd
laccarino and Rachael Quirk together with the
members of the Year 10 SRC — Brooke Cincotta,
Nick Healey, Rebekah Curley, Filippe Ricciardi,
Micaela Campbell, Sam Henry, Dong Feng and
Sarah Mellow — spent many hours planning the
event to ensure the night was a memorable one for
all who attended. With the theme selected it was
time to make decorations and stay in budget. Not
an easy task with 10 teenagers all keen to make
this the best Social ever! A colour scheme of gold
and silver was decided upon all Year 10 students
made a star for a Wall of Fame.

The night arrived and after a week of warm weather
the heavens opened and the rain threatened to
dampen our red carpet parade. The students
arrived excited and unrecognizable. The ladies had
avoided the ‘orange’ look in favour of the spray
tan, nails were long and colourful and hair was
styled to perfection. The dresses were stylish and
the heels too high. But at the start of the night all
were conydent of lasting the distance with shoes
still in place.

The gentlemen while not suited up, were belted up.
It was good to see that underpants were not on
display and they had ynally worked out the role of
a good leather belt. The boys certainly know how
to dress to impress when it counts.

The DJ played a mixture of new songs that only the
students appeared to appreciate and know the right
moves for and classics that saw the teachers hit the
dance poor and show the Year 10is how itis done.
As usual classics like the Nutbush still get everyone
up and moving. Students posed for endless photos
as mementos of the night, sought cool fresh air,
drank soft drink and ate not enough pizza.

As the night drew to a close, awards were given
to Daniel Hrisovergi and Nicole Bugeja as the
best dressed on the night and to Luke Trout and
Rebekah Curley, who were voted to be the best
dancers. Special thanks must be given to the
College maintenance staff for their assistance with
the set up for the evening and to all of the staff who
willingly gave up their evening to attend the Social.
All students agreed that the Social was a great
night and a ytting way to ynish a hectic Term.
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By Mary Rhodes - Year 10 Coordinator

The next day, yfty, still tired, students and yve teachers embarked
on the annual trip to Tasmania for yve days of touring the Apple
Isle. This was my yrst trip to Tasmania and | was really looking
forward to the trip, except for the journey across on the Spirit of
Tasmania. We all prayed for smooth seas and we were fortunate
with no student or teacher suffering from sea sickness.

We spent the next yve days touring the east coast of Tasmania
amazed at the beauty of Port Arthur that is in stark contrast to
its history as a penal settlement and the tragedy of the events in
1996. We were overwhelmed by the Tasmanian rainforest in the
Tahune Forest reserve and were left breathless after the jet boat
ride on the Huon River. For those of us who enjoyed the jet boat
ride during a hail storm we were also left a tad frozen! A visit to
the Cadbury factory the next day satisyed the chocolate yx of
all on the trip and a stay on Maria Island gave us an opportunity
to walk it all off.

As we left Launceston on Wednesday evening, the staff were
able to look back on the week with pride in the way our
students conducted themselves. At each venue students were
complimented on their behaviour and manners. Students
participated cooperatively in all activities and were happy to help
when assistance was required. Thanks to the staff Mr White, Mr
Bernardo, Ms Sirianni and Ms Monaghan who attended the trip
and the students who made the trip an enjoyable one. Photos
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COMING EVENTS

Year 7 Interschool Summer Sports commence

Year 8 Interschool Summer Sports commence

Year 10 & Year 11 Drama ensemble VCE Hall 7.30 pm
7R & 7S Class Plays Fabris Centre 7.30 pm

7B & 7Gr Class Plays Fabris Centre 7.30 pm

VCE Biology Incursion

Year 10 Sports Challenge

Year 7-12 Fashion Show Holligan Hall 7.30 pm
Mission Sunday

Info Session No.2, Parents of children in
Grades 3, 4, & 5, 7.30pm at Vermont South

College Board Meeting 7.30p.m.

Year 9 Mornington Peninsula Excursion
Year 12 Graduation Mass, Whitehorse Club, 7.30p.m.
Year 12 Final Day

United Nations Day

Year 9 Ballarat Excursion

Australian World Teachers’ Day
Newsletter No. 16

Year 10 Restaurant Night

Year 10 Restaurant Night

College Board Dinner

VCE Final exams commence — until Nov.20
No classes for Year 11 students

All Saints Day
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PRINCIPAL’S
REVIEW

Mr Tony Hirst

At 4.22 am on the 16th September Joseph Hirst, my father,
passed away in the presence of many family members. Dad’s
health had deteriorated in recent months and he had been in
hospital and ynally a nursing home. While his death was not
totally unexpected, his condition quickly deteriorated in the
ynal two days. At eighty yve years of age he had a full and
complete life, but clearly there is always signiycant pain for
those left behind when someone you dearly love dies.

The days immediately after his death were hectic, comforting
each other, arranging a funeral and some unavoidable work
commitments. Dad speciycally requested a small private family
Requiem Mass, and this was held on the Mornington Peninsula
on Monday 21st September, followed by burial at a nearby
cemetery.

Dad was a man of strong faith, having been raised in a
traditional Irish/ English Catholic family. His father died when he
was young and it was extremely difycult for his mother raising
three young children in the deprived circumstances of the
Great Depression. As a result, Dad was never one for material
possessions, with family and Church being the cornerstones of
his life. He lived for his yve children and subsequently seven
grandchildren. He will be sadly missed as he is born to eternal
life.

I would like to thank the Emmaus community for their prayers
and messages of condolence at this difycult time. One of Dadis
favourite sayings was the Irish blessing which was recited
during his committal to earth:

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

May the rains fall soft upon your yelds,

And, until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
Interim Reports

All families should have received interim reports in the mail
during the holidays. Please take some time to discuss academic
progress with your daughter/son to ensure that they are
working to the best of their ability. There are clear expectations
that students pass the required number of units to be promoted
to the next year level.

NAPLAN Data

Parents of students in Years 7 and 9 would also have received
with Interim Reports the results of NAPLAN (National Assessment
Program-Literacy and Numeracy) testing conducted in May this
year. More details regarding these results will be published in
a future newsletter.

Learning Assessment Longitudinal Results: Year 6 2007/
Year 8 2009

In an earlier newsletter, longitudinal testing results for Year 10
were published. In this newsletter information for the current
Year 8 cohort is included. These ygures give a good indication
of the ‘value adding’ that teachers at the school are giving to
students. Clearly, students also need to take credit, as learning
is not simply a result of teachers in the classroom.

All ygures are percentages
A normal distribution would equate to the following

A Low Lowest 23%
A Average Middle 54%
A High Top 23%
Year 6 Year 8
2007 2008
General Low 16 8
Reasoning
Medium 56 57
High 28 35
Maths Low 11 7
Performance
Medium 69 57
High 20 36
Reading Low 13 11
Comprehension
Medium 66 63
High 21 26
Spelling Low 12 10
Medium 56 63
High 32 26
Written Low 13 13
Expression
Medium 67 67
High 20 20

Insight SRC Survey and Catholic Identity Survey

One hundred families were randomly selected to
complete a follow up survey from Insight SRC and
another one hundred for the Catholic Identity Survey.
Thank you to those families that completed the surveys.
The information obtained will be used to assist the school
with strategic planning associated with the Catholic
Education Office Melbourne School Improvement
Framework and Annual Action Plan. The “Enhancing
Catholic School Identityo information will be beneycial
for the school and the Archdiocese in future planning
in relation to the all important religious dimension of
the school.

Information Session for Year 7 2011 and beyond

The last Information Session for 2009 will take place on
Monday 19th October at Vermont South in the Fabris
Centre at 7.30 p.m. With enrolments for 2011 closing
in February, it is important that those interested in an
Emmaus education attend an information session to ynd
out more about the school. It would be appreciated if
this information could be conveyed to potential Emmaus
families about to go through this important decision
making process.

Year 12 Students

This is the last newsletter before our Year 12 students
conclude their formal classes at Emmaus College. This is
the end of a six year journey of immense physical, social,
emotional and spiritual growth. The Year 12 Graduation
Mass takes place on the evening of Thursday 22 October
followed the next day by the traditional Year 12 Final
Day breakfast, fashion parade and concert. Students will
then have a week to prepare for the all important VCE
Final examinations commencing on October 30.



Ms Anne McLachlan - Assistant

BURWOOD BUZZ

Principal. Head of 11-12 Campus

For Year 12 students the end
of their classes and indeed
their time at Emmaus is on
the near horizon. There is
much concerted effort being
made by many of the students, a very heartening
element to observe as the ynal exam phase moves
closer. The Year 11 Term is not much longer, with
signiycant dates outlined in the letter sent home to
parents in the Term break. Year 11 students need
to be working toward achieving the best outcomes
they can muster as their exams loom.

YEAR 11 RETREAT

This year the retreat took place at three different
venues in order to accommodate the number of
students in the year level - Dromana, Merricks
and Grantville. All the retreats ran very smoothly
despite the unfortunate weather conditions that were
experienced; while the rain was very welcome it could
have come at a more convenient time!! The students
responded positively to the retreat experience with
staff members reporting a wonderful spirit of co-
operation. Thanks are extended to Mr Gartland, Mrs
Taylor and Sr Roma for the tremendous amount
of time and work that was needed to organise the
retreats and to the staff members who participated
in the retreat experience.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Both Ben Wilson (playing for Eastern Ranges) and
Josh Muling (playing for Oakleigh Chargers) were
awarded votes in the TAC Cup Morrish Medal Award.
As well as being committed to football, these students
have worked hard all year in class. Congratulations
are extended to Justin Carey (Year 11) who won
third place in the Programming section of the Monash
University IT Challenge. Justin created a key logger
program which keeps track of usernames and
passwords using Visual Basic. This is an exceptional
result given that there were hundreds of entries from
around Victoria. Justin will be invited to a formal
presentation ceremony to be held on October 30 at
the Royal Exhibition Centre. The casual clothes day
which supported the Footy Cancer day raised $339.00
an excellent outcome.

VET AWARDS

It is wonderful to report that seven students have been
nominated for awards in their respective VET courses:
Danielle Grossi (12), Luke Ostaszkiewicz (12), Brendan
O’Sullivan (11), Stephen Cornish (11), Christopher
McDermott (12), Callum Gleeson (11) and Brooke
Boldrini (11). It is most encouraging to see that
Emmaus students who undertake a VET in VCE or
VET as part of their VCAL course achieve excellence
in his/her chosen area of study.

BLAZEAID

On Monday October 5 a number of students in the
VCAL program were involved in a community venture
rebuilding fences that were destroyed in the February
yres. More about this on page 7.

IT MUST BE SPRING!

St Thomas The Apostle Parish
Springtime Fair

Rides, food, fun, music, activities and entertainment for e

the whole family. We have something for everyone, young

and old, loud and peaceful. Start Christmas shopping and ¢

enjoy an affordable family day out.

Saturday October 17 between 1lam and 4pm, 67
Central Road Blackburn.

SPRING FESTIVAL
City of Whitehorse

Music, rides, children’s entertainment, games, giveaways,
cooking and gardening demonstrations, cake competitions,
community stalls, and much, much more.

Sunday October 18 between 10am and 4pm,
Whitehorse Civic Centre Lawns

379-397 Whitehorse Road
Nunawading (limited parking available)

Notice for Year 10 STUDENTS

All 2010 VET applicants (Units 1 and 2) are required to

attend an orientation evening with their parent/s in order
to maintain their 2010 VET application. The orientation
evening is on Wednesday 28 October between 7:30 pm-9:00
pm. Please download the invitation and venue details from
Study Wiz. Please note that there are yve different venues
hosting orientation evenings and you need to attend the
correct venue nominated for your course for that night. It

will not necessarily be the venue you nominated as part of

the application process for 2010. You must be registered
as attending this evening to continue through to the next
stage of the VET application process. If you have any queries
please email me using Study Wiz.

Ms Ann Irving - VET Coordinator

Mullum Cluster

Orientation Evenings
28 October 7.30pm - 9.00pm

Make Up, Hairdressing, Applied Fashion,
Community Recreation Harold Street, Wantirna
Hospitality, Music

Aquinas, Great Ryrie Street, Ringwood

IT, Digital Media, CISCO and Business
20 George Street, East Doncaster

Community Services, Acting, Horticulture
Fairhills, Scoresby Road, Knoxyeld

Automotive, Engineering, Electrotechnology,
Building & Construction

Australian Technical College

3 Hill Street, Ringwood



AROUND
7-10 CAMPUS

Mr David White
- Assistant Principal
Head of 7-10 Campus

All students started Term 4 last week after the Term break
and got straight into their studies. This term is very busy,
particularly as it concludes with exams and establishes
each student’s pathway for 2010. | am sure that each
student will put their maximum effort into the Term and
do their best to achieve the results they desire.

Term 3 concluded with a number of very successful
events:

Blue Day

Blue Day, which was held on Wednesday September 16,
was the culmination of a couple of weeks of fundraising to
assist cancer research at the Peter MacCallum Institute.
Jenny Davidson, an Emmaus teacher, was the driving
force behind this and made her own sacriyce by having
her head shaved on this day. Well over $6000 was raised
and Jenny, John Howard, all staff and students need to
be congratulated for their efforts.

Year 10 Social

The following evening, September 17, saw the annual Year
10 Social being held at the Burwood Campus Hall. This was
a very successful evening with great spirit and enthusiasm
shown by all who attended. The SRC and our Year 10 Level
Co-ordinator, Mary Rhodes, need to be congratulated on
a very successful and well run evening.

Tasmania Trip

The week concluded with 50 Year 10 students and 5 staff,
including myself, departing for the Year 10 Tasmania
tour. The trip on the Spirit of Tasmania was probably the
smoothest trip Emmaus has ever enjoyed with everyone
getting plenty of sleep. Over the next 5 days we visited
and enjoyed such places as Port Arthur, Hobart, the Tahune
Forest Air Walk, Jet Boats at Huonville, Maria Island,
Freycinet National Park and Launceston. The students were
an absolute credit to themselves and the College with the
fantastic enthusiasm, behaviour and overall manners they
displayed during the trip. My thanks to Jenni Monaghan,

Mary Rhodes, Vince Bernardo and Helen Sirianni for using
yve days of their holidays to accompany our students
and our thanks go to all the students involved for making
the tour such a pleasurable and fantastic experience for
us all. The trip would not have been possible without all
the work and planning by our Camps Co-ordinator Barry
Parnell. Thanks Barry!

Summer 09 Fashion Parade

This Friday, October 16, will see the staging of the Summer
’09 Fashion Parade. This event has been solely organised
by students under the direction of our Year 10 Drama/
Arts Captain Christina Wu and | encourage everyone to
come along. Students will be modelling fashion designed
by themselves and will also be modelling clothes from
local stores. A pyer detailing the event was sent home
last week and | look forward to everyone supporting this
great initiative of our students. The event starts in the
Bill Holligan Hall at 7.30pm and is $5 for adults and $3
for children with all proyts going to charity.

Early Departure Procedure

A reminder to all parents regarding the procedure for
any students needing to leave the Campus early. While
early departures are discouraged so that learning is not
impacted on, we understand that such things as medical
appointments may be unavoidable at times. Students
departing early must provide a written note to their
homeroom teacher at the start of the day which will
be signed and presented to Student services at the
time of departure. All departures for legal reasons
must be in writing T a phone call is not sufycient. In
the case of an unforeseen appointment during the
day, parents MUST provide a written note when they
pick up their child. Parents must also personally come
into Student Services to collect their child. Students will
not be sent out to meet parents in the car park.

PE Uniform Foot Wear

It is school policy that students are to wear proper athletic
runners for PE classes. Casual shoes such as Volleys
are not approved uniform and MUST NOT BE WORN.
Students are well aware of this and any student who
does not wear proper footwear for PE will not only incur a
uniform violation but may also lose the privilege of wearing
PE uniform to and from school. Students not wearing
proper runners will also not participate in their scheduled
PE/Sport class. Parent support with this matter, together
with the early departure policy, is greatly appreciated.

BOLD BRAVE ‘N BALD

weeks!” Ms Jenny Davidson

“l have raised (with your help) $6700 so far, which has exceeded my original
target by an absolute MILE and makes me very, very proud. I’'m happy that we
are able to support the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in such a fantastic and
tangible way. TH A N K Y O U to everyone who has helped me in the last few
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COUNSELLING
O
R Enhancing Optimism

E

Welcome back to the final Term for the year! From
a school perspective, Term 4 is the business end
of the year, with final assessments and exams fast
approaching. In the counseling room this often
coincides with students coming in reporting
feelings of stress and anxiety.

While there are specific ways to address these
concerns, recent research has found that your
mental outlook (the way you see the world
and approach life’s challenges) has a significant
outcome on both your level of happiness and
success. This makes a lot of sense.

If you see all the negatives in your life and expect
further bad things to happen, and you also blame
yourself for failures and attribute your success to
good luck it's easy to see how down you could
feel now and hopeless you would feel about your
future (Pessimist).

If, on the other hand you feel hopeful about
your future, you attribute your success to your
own abilities, you see setbacks as temporary, and
believe you can create good things in your life
you are likely to have healthy self esteem and feel
hopeful about your future (Optimist).

The good newsis, if from this brief description, you
feel you might be more Pessimistic than Optimistic,
it is possible to teach yourself to become more
optimistic. Research has shown that it can take as
little as 21 days to create a new habit. This applies
to the following simple exercise, which is designed
to foster Optimism.

Optimism exercise
At the end of each day, write down 3 good things
that happened, and why they are important to
you. Some ideas to get you started might be:

A kindness to me today was......

| noticed something beautiful...

| felt excited about....

I laughed today when....

| feel thankful for....

Idid.............. really well.

It is important to think of different things each
day. This helps you to be active and thoughtful in
applying yourself to the exercise. After a while, you
will find yourself starting to look for the positives
in your day. This is training you to focus on and
search for the Optimistic events and feelings you
experience.

Try it and see for yourself!

If you would like further information about
Optimism/Pessimism or further assistance with
this exercise, feel free to contact the Counselling
Service at Emmaus.

Ms Camille Baker - School Psychologist

TASSIE ‘09

BUS DRIVER REQUIRED

AT

The College is seeking expressions of interest in
the position of Bus Driver (School Services Ofycer)
for the 33 seater bus on a part-time basis of 20+
hours per week. This position would suit a retired
or semi retired person. The appropriate license
requirements apply. For further information please
contact Barry O’Connor, Finance Manager, on 9845 3205.
Expressions of interest close Friday 23 October.







