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Technology Conference looks to the Future
	 By William Keane - Asst. Principal Teaching & Learning

	

[September]

5 Debutante Ball No.2 at “The Grand”, 		
 Wantirna South

6 Fathers’ Day

7 Info Session No.1, Parents of children in 	
 Grades  3,4 & 5, 7.30pm – Vermont South

8 Birth of Mary

9 EISM Cross Country

10 Annual Year 7-12 Music Concert,  
 Fabris Centre 7.30p.m.

11 Open morning, Vermont South Campus 		
 9.00 - 10.30a.m.

14 Newsletter #14

COMING EVENTS

In the recent Term 2 holidays I 
had the good fortune to attend 
the National Education Computing 
Conference (NECC) held at 
the Washington Convention 
Centre in Washington D.C. This 
is an annual conference run 
by the International Society 
for Technology in Education 
(ISTE) and it attracts nearly 
20,000 delegates to whichever 
city has been chosen to host 
the conference. While some 
teachers are sent by their schools, 
others have to ýnd the money 

themselves. That so many attend in their summer holidays 
demonstrates how highly the conference is regarded.

With so many delegates and so many sessions it was easy 
to get lost in the wealth of offerings. Trying to sum up the 
directions of a conference of this kind is difýcult because 
there is no one way of condensing the range of themes 
presented in the sessions. I can touch on only a small 
number of the interesting ideas which emerged from the 
four days of the conference.

It became obvious that schools and teachers used 
Information Technology in an extraordinarily wide variety 
of ways in the classroom. There were projects in writing, 
science and robotics, along with integrated projects and 
problem based exercises. Generally, the primary schools 
presented integrated projects while the secondary schools 
tended to have subject specific ones. Hot topics for 
discussion included the use of Web 2.0 technologies for 
creation and collaboration not just for students but for 
teacher professional development as well. 

The kinds of technology on show were equally breath-taking 
with nearly 500 companies taking part in the trade exhibit 
which occupied the bottom þoor of the convention centre. 
The trends were towards functionality and portability with 
Netbooks – small notebooks often with handles for ease 
of transportation – and tablets on prominent display along 
with various smart technologies to facilitate. One product, 
for example, allowed for ease of screen capture so that a 
teacher could narrate a video or PowerPoint presentation 
for publication on the Internet or on a school Learning 
Management System (LMS). Other exhibitions featured 
mobile technologies, remote access and collaborative tools 
for use in the classroom. 

Prominent among those on display was Promethean 
which has supplied the Interactive Whiteboards (IWBs) at 
Emmaus College. It was reassuring to note how the IWBs 
have developed in the last three years but at the same time 
it was challenging to reþect that there is still much work to 
be done in terms of professional development so that the 
most can be made of these exciting technological aides.

The IWB display highlighted that there is always going to 
be a new technology which can be applied. The trap is to 
make the most of what you’ve got while keeping an eye 
on the future as well. This is no easy task with different 
people having their own favourite technology solutions as 

well as an opinion about what ‘works.’ These are just some 
of the challenges of planning the future use of technology 
in schools.

One technology direction which is here to stay is the 
development of anywhere, anytime learning. In order to do 
that a school needs a system that will enable such learning 
to take place. For this and other reasons it was good to see 
StudyWiz prominent in the trade show, especially as it is a 
UK company prepared to compete with the US products. 
In fact, there were a number of Learning Management 
Systems on display and one of the interesting trends 
which emerged from the conference was the so called 
‘reverse classroom.’ This occurs when the ‘theory’ or ‘chalk 
and talk’ part is delivered via technology over the LMS 
so that students listen to and view the material at home 
giving the teacher more time to assist students with their 
own  work in class. Such an approach has the potential 
to completely transform the relationship between school 
and homework.

The ýnal keynote speech was delivered by Erin Gruwell 
whose story of inspirational educational achievement was 
portrayed in the ýlm ñFreedom Writersò starring Hilary 
Swank. Erin spoke eloquently of her struggle to help her 
Los Angeles students ýnd their own voice by writing their 
journals. At ýrst her story does not seem to have much 
relevance to an Information Technology conference. 
However, as Erin reminded us, her students’ writing really 
came alive when they received computers donated by a 
generous benefactor and they could produce stories which 
could be shared and, ultimately, published. This reminded 
the audience that computers are powerful tools for both 
creation and collaboration and that access to them is vitally 
important in educational terms.

The NECC conference highlighted the almost bewilderingly 
different ways that Information Technology is being used 
in schools today. The continued development of new ways 
to acquire, process, share and transform information will 
challenge teachers, parents and students into the future.
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PRINCIPAL’S
REVIEW

Mr Tony Hirst

PLEASE DRIVE CAREFULLY NEAR 
SCHOOL GROUNDS

The College is aware of driving infringements especially 
around 8.30a.m. and 3.30p.m. Mainly:-

U-turns in inappropriate areas

Parking/standing in the yellow line area

Speeding

For our students’ safety please obey road laws 
at all times.

Holy Saviour Parish will publicly farewell 
Fr Gerry McKernan on Sunday 20th 
September.   
Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 am 
followed by refreshments.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
CURRENT PARENTS

Applications for Enrolment for Year 7 
2011 close on  Friday 26th February, 

2010.

If you have a son or daughter currently in 
Grade 5 and wish to enrol them at Emmaus 
College in Year 7 2011 you must lodge an 

Application for Enrolment by Friday, 
 26 February, 2010.  

Offers of places will be posted 3rd May, 2010.

Application Forms may be collected from 
the Administration Ofýce. 
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Last week was Migrant and Refugee Week, including the 
95th World Day of Migrants and Refugees. This year the 
theme was “St. Paul migrant, Apostle of the peoples” in 
recognition of the 2000th anniversary of the birth of St. 
Paul. St. Paul was born into a family of Jewish immigrants 
and spent many years preaching to different cultures on 
his travels. On his journeys, he proclaimed to all, making 
no distinction of nationality or culture, and he became 
what Pope Benedict XVI describes as a ‘missionary to 
migrants’.

Apart from indigenous Australians, our country is made 
up of a migrant population. Two hundred plus years 
of migration from various corners of the world has 
contributed to a diverse but generally harmonious and 
tolerant society that we live in today. The vast majority 
of migrants and refugees came looking for a better life 
for themselves and their families.

The Catholic Church plays an important part in the 
migration program in Australia through the provision of 
pastoral care and through sponsorship and resettlement 
programs. The Church also raises its voice for refugees 
and asylum seekers, as this is what the Gospel compels 
us to do. There will always be isolated examples when 
new migrants make poor choices. This is no different to 
the general population. As Christian people, we are called 
to support the humane treatment of refugees and asylum 
seekers. We are required to be compassionate to migrant 
populations. Although we are many, we are asked to 
become more “one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:4).

The response to recent parent teacher meetings has been 
excellent. The new Parent Teacher Online software has 
increased bookings substantially, and I have received 
many favourable comments from parents on the ease 
of usage and the control they have in the process. The 
College places a limit on the number of teachers a family 
can see for the simple reason that it allows more families 
the opportunity to meet with teachers.

To continue the utilisation of technology, Emmaus College 
is moving to a new computerised student attendance 
system. Students arriving late or leaving early will be 
required to present their student ID card at Student 
Services. Detailed attendance records will be available 
for staff and families. A major component of this new 
attendance system will be an SMS alert to parents at 
9.30 a.m. if their child is not at school and they have not 
notiýed the ofýce by this time. As a result, we request 
that all parent details regarding mobile phone numbers 
are accurate. If you have changed your number, please 
notify the school immediately, so the new number can be 
recorded. The new attendance system should be up and 
running around the start of Term 4.

An information evening for prospective families of students 
who are currently in Years 3, 4, 5 will take place in the 
Fabris Centre on Monday September 7th at 7.30 p.m. 
If you are aware of families interested in an Emmaus 
education, this session will give them an overview of what 
the school has to offer. On Thursday 10th September the 
Annual Year 7-12 Music Concert will be held in the Fabris 
Centre . It is always a wonderful showcase of student 
talent, and not to be missed.

In recent weeks there have been reports of a person in 
the Vermont South area loitering around schools. From 
our parent community, I have been alerted to incidents 
of a person taking photographs of students and other 
inappropriate behaviours. The matter has been reported to 
Victoria Police, the Catholic Education Ofýce of Melbourne 
and the Department of Education. Students have also been 
alerted to the situation and it is requested that if parents 
observe someone ýtting the following description and 
acting suspiciously that they contact the police; middle 
aged male, with beard and untidy looking (possibly with 
a camera). Your vigilance would be greatly appreciated.




