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LEADERSHIP THROUGH SERVICE

Many times our society looks
to the leadership that will
come from our youth and
question their character.
Rather than focus on where
they are going to, we may
question where they are
coming from? Without doubt
we look for examples to
| follow in order to feel we are
moving in the right direction
of having success in our
lives. We aspire to be like the
champions, those who have
been a success. Furthermore,
as a community we seem
very concerned over the actions of various celebrities and
their impact as role models on today’s youth.

Our youth face circumstances that will challenge them
over a period of time and also some everyday situations.
It is not just the situations and challenges that they face
that are important but the methods that they use to deal
with and resolve them. They are young, and because
we are the adults, we need to protect them. Keep them
safe and out of harmis way. It is a yne line. Too much
protection from the challenges will not help them build
fortitude. Stepping in to deal with their challenges and
problems because you think they may fail will not help
them build resilience. Criticism will only build in them a
fear of failure. A fear that means that they will avoid taking
a risk because to try and not succeed is a wasted effort!
Conversely, not providing clear parameters will only leave
them with a sense that they are not accountable.

The students at Emmaus are an example of the
community’s youth and future. They have challenges to
face along with situations and problems to deal with and
resolve. Trying out for a sporting team, the musical, sitting
a subject test or dealing with the ebbs and pows of a circle
of friends do have their risks and an individual’'s attempts
will undoubtedly be scrutinized by those around them.

Just dealing with the issues and conpicts of adolescence
is difycult enough, however, strong character is nurtured
in those who face more than the usual circumstances
and exceed all expectations. The students, in Year 9 for
example, are faced with a variety of challenges. The
extensive curriculum provides the opportunity to develop
the skills relevant to deal with the dilemmas of the world
outside of Emmaus. Academic subjects provide the
education to help with further studies and career paths.
EISM sports are the opportunity to enhance their physical
attributes, and through the Personal Development Camp
and various LEAP units the students are educated in a
number of social skills. The students are physically and
mentally challenged by the environment they are in and,
with some guidance, are able to deal with the situations
they face. Their success will be dependent on their own
choices and actions and this undoubtedly is an intrinsically
enriching experience for them. In these achievements the
students ynd themselves accountable and responsible.
The consequence of their actions teaches the students the
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importance of their decisions. By its conclusion, students
realise that the attributes of good leadership lie within
them and from this their own conydence grows.

Leadership qualities do not need to be sought out in the
actions of celebrity role models but rather through the
adults of their immediate environment. As teachers and
parents of the Emmaus community, our support of the
college ethos should not be conditional. This support is
taught to our students through our spoken words and
reinforced through our actions. As a catholic school we need
only to look to the example set by Christ. His leadership
focused on being able to serve, not just through word but
also in his actions. His love, compassion and selpessness
established his leadership as unquestionable. If we set
the example of placing the concerns of others before our
own, not only in word but action, then just maybe our
youth will learn to do the same. Possibly then they will
develop a greater awareness of their responsibility, and
focus less on their ‘rights’. However, if we neglect our
responsibility to uphold the values and principles, then we
set the precedent for our students to follow at Emmaus
and then into the wider community.

Our students display resilience and resolve, fortitude and
courage, a sense of justice and equality and a compassion
and love that is encouraging. These virtues, although
reinforced within the gates and fences of Emmaus, are
learnt and nurtured within the walls of their homes.

COMING EVENTS

[August]

19 Year 7-10 Parent-Teacher interviews,
2.00-5.30pm and 6.30-8.30pm
Year 9 Math Games Day

Open morning, 11/12 Campus,
9.00-11.00am

Year 11-12 Global Minds 40 hour Famine

Combined Campus Staff Meeting Burwood.
School ynishes at 3.00pm

Literacy Week

Migrant and Refugee Week

Year 8 absentees — Learning Assessment
Parents’ Forum, Vermont South, 7.30pm

29 Debutante Ball No.1 at “The Grand”,
Wantirna South

31 Newsletter #13

[September]

Debutante Ball No.2 at “The Grand”,
Wantirna South

Info Session No.1, Parents of children in
Grades 3,4 & 5, 7.30pm — Vermont South

Birth of Mary
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PRINCIPAL’S
REVIEW

Mr Tony Hirst

Last Saturday was the Feast of the Assumption
of Mary. In 1950, Pope Pius X11 proclaimed the
dogma of the assumption of Mary. He stated “The
Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary,
having completed the course of her earthly life, was
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” These
words are a powerful afyrmation of the beauty and
value of the human body and human life, such that
it's true home is in heaven, with God. As Catholics,
we have Mary as a companion on our journey of
faith. Her presence we share in our lives, until we
share with her the joy of salvation, body and soul,
in the glory of heaven.

These past few weeks have been very busy with
the focus being on planning for 2010. Many parent
evenings have been held to assist families in this
important process. It is often a difycult task for
students to select subjects, as most would prefer
more than a timetabled program will allow. The
support from parents for these evenings has been
gratifying, as it clearly indicates to the teaching
staff that you are trying to be as actively involved
in your child’s education as possible. This is further
supported by excellent attendance at the recent
Parent Teacher sessions at both campuses. The
feedback | have received from parents regarding
the new Parent Teacher Online (PTO) booking
systems has been universally positive.

Another feature in recent weeks has been diagnostic
testing for Year 10, 8 and our new Year 7 students
for 2010. The tests ascertain ability levels in reading,
writing, spelling, comprehension, mathematics and
general reasoning. At a macro level, this information
is used by the College to give us an indication of
how we are progressing as a school, via longitudinal
trends in these areas. On a micro level it assists in
the identiycation of students that require specialised
programs and in the selection of courses from Year
10 to Year 11.

Mr Hirst with 2 pieces of artwork by Dylan Carroll
9 - Purple and Ryan Callaghan 9 Gold. VisComm
project of an Australian stamp design: incorporating
drawing, scanning and compositing in Photoshop.

We have recently received from our testing partner (Academic
Assessment Services) a longitudinal comparative report for our
current Year 10 cohort. The table below outlines group performance
for each of the tests as a percentage for these students over the
past four years. Interpretation would indicate value adding during
these four years in all areas.

Year 6 Year 8 Year 10
2005 2007 2009
General Reasoning
-low 14 12 6
-medium 62 60 55
-high 24 28 40
Maths Performance
-low 13 9 4
-medium 60 65 55
-high 27 26 41
Reading Comprehension
-low 7 4 6
-medium 65 54 54
-high 28 42 40
Spelling
-low 9 7 9
-medium 62 60 54
-high 28 32 36
Written Expression
-low 12 6 5
-medium 65 60 66
-high 23 34 28
*Note:
1. Categories in the table are expressed relative to normal
distribution
Low — 23%
Medium- 54%
High- 23%

2. Only students assessed on all occasions (2005, 2007, 2009)
have been included in this table.

A signiycant note of congratulations to the student leaders of the
College (the SRC’s) from both Campuses on their organisation
of Emmaus Day 2009, and assistance that they received from
many staff. This is always one of the very big days on the school
calendar and one that students certainly look forward to. As is a
rightful tradition, the day began with the whole school gathered for
a paraliturgy focused on Luke’s Gospel with the disciples meeting
Jesus along the Road to Emmaus and the relationship that this has
with our own spiritual journey.

A big component of Emmaus Day is the Year 11/12 Campus Sheely
Day Challenge which was once again keenly contested in a range
of sporting activities. More details and photographs outlining the
day will appear in the next newsletter.

The Term 3 Parents’ Forum will take place next Tuesday (25th
August) at 7.30 pm in the Fabris Centre. Once again there is an open
invitation to parents to attend, as this is an ideal opportunity for
the College to keep you up to date with recent activities and to gain
your feedback on a number of issues. The proposed consolidation
of the campuses and school uniform will be discussion points.



BURWOOD BUZZ

Ms Anne McLachlan - Assistant
Principal. Head of 11-12 Campus

YEAR 12 FORMAL

Our Formal was held on Friday July
31. All the students who attended
were beautifully presented, with the
girls dressed in a myriad of styles
and colours, and the boys looking
suitably sharp in an assortment of rainbow hued shirts.
The students were a credit to their families and themselves
with exemplary and mature behaviour the marker of the
evening. Quite a few students impressed with routines
that burnt up the dance poor, while the ifuni awards were
appropriate to the occasion. Ms Lochery and the Formal
Committee are to be congratulated on the organization
of a thoroughly delightful evening, and the students
commended for their approach to what is an important
event on the school calendar.

YEAR 11 SEMINAR DAY

A range of guest speakers were organized for this day,
held in the Fabris Centre on Friday July 31. A number
of topics were addressed including Safe Partying, Goal
Setting and Self Esteem. This day provides the students
with an opportunity to address some of the issues that
confront young people, and hopefully gives them some
worthwhile information and advice. Thanks are extended
to Miss McKenna for her organization of the day, and to
the staff members who helped supervise.

YEAR 10 EXPO

July 31 was also the date for the Year 10 Subject Expo.
This involves Year 10 students visiting the Burwood
Campus to speak to staff members currently teaching
the VCE courses, and to look at samples of student
work. It is hoped that this experience will offer students
the opportunity to begin to familiarize themselves with
Burwood Campus and teachers, and to piece together
some information regarding their selections for Year 11
in 2010.

BOYS’/GIRLS’ NETBALL

Both teams entered into the spirit of the competition and
enjoyed a fairly successful day. The boys’ team fared the
best, winning four games, losing one and drawing another,
leaving them second overall. The girls’ team was certainly
not disgraced with two wins and two losses. Thanks are
extended to Mrs Irving and Ms Henderson who coached
the teams and to Mr Pearce for organising the day.

EMMAUS DAY/SHEELY CHALLENGE

Sheely Challenge Day was held on Friday August 14 in
conjunction with Emmaus Day at the Vermont South
Campus. The program offered the usual sporting activities
with boys’ and girls’ netball, boys’ and girls’ football, a
Trivial Pursuit activity kindly organised by Mr Walpole,
and access to the carnival. A number of events had taken
place over the semester in the lead-up to the ynal round
of competition between the year levels. For the yrst time
some of the Burwood campus students were also able to
participate in Emmaus Idol with some sixty of their peers
in the audience to cheer them on. A particular vote of
thanks is extended to Mr Pearce and the SRC who were
responsible for the organization of the day and to all
students who gave their time helping to organise and run
the various activities.

SUBJECT SELECTION 2010/INTENTION TO
RETURN

Parents are asked to note that the Intention to Return
2010 information has been distributed to your Year 11 son
or daughter, with the form indicating your 2010 status due
back by August 28. The prompt return of this information
is appreciated very much. Subject selection forms will be
distributed to Year 11 students at next Tuesday’s (August
18) assembly with the forms due back the following
Monday August 24.

CHAVOIN COLLEGE REUNION

A reunion is planned for some time this year if you
attended Chavoin College commencing Form One
1974 up to Form Six (HSC) in 1979.

Please contact either Frances
Postma, fpostma@bigpond.net.au or
Michael Jones (Emmaus Alumni Representative),
majones@tadaust.org.au







